
 

OBJECT ID 2013.5.105

OBJECT NAME Coin

OBJECT COLLECTION Pete Poulos Collection (is part of)

DATE CREATED 1976

MATERIAL Copper; Nickel

OBJECT ENTITIES Greece, (created by)
Poulos, Pete (owned by)
Poulos, Peter (is related to)
Democritus, (is related to)

ACCESS POINTS coin
Science
Third Hellenic Republic

OBJECT DESCRIPTION
This is a 10 drachma coin from the year 1976. On the front side is a portrait of the ancient Greek scientist Democritus. He appears in a similiar fashion to
U.S. presidents on American coins. His name is inscribed in greek letters next to his head. The back of the coin features a representation of an atom. This is
most likely in relation to the fact that Democritus was a scientist. Around the atom in the center, what may be the words "Hellenic Democratia" appear in
Greek. Under the atom the word "drachma" appears in Greek. Under the word "drachma" appears the number 10, which is in between the number 1976.
The edges are smooth and the coin is a silver color. Closely resembles a larger American nickel.

ORIGIN
The coin was minted in 1976, at the beginning of the Third Hellenic Republic. In 1974, Greece reunited after years of military rule under the Third Hellenic
Republic. The reason that the ancient Greek scientist Democritus appears on this coin is that the new government wanted to celebrate their history. The coin
was worth ten drachmas, which is equivalent to about $0.04 dollars.

CITATION
Coin, 1976, Pete Poulos Collection, National Hellenic Museum, https://collections.nationalhellenicmuseum.org/Detail/objects/. Accessed 03/28/24.
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