
 

OBJECT ID 2007.6.1

OBJECT NAME Plaque

ALTERNATIVE NAME Framed Coin and Antiquity Set

ACCESS POINTS Art
Bible
Coins
Dice
Nails and spikes
Plaques, plaquettes

OBJECT DESCRIPTION
This is a collection/collage of "Archeological Artifacts Contemporary to the New Testament, which is the title of the piece and engraved in gold on a black
plaque at the top center of the piece. On the left side of the piece is a Tiberius Denarius, or "Tribute Penny." Below it is a plague like the title one with a bible
verse from Matthew 22:21. Under this coin is another, larger coin, the Shekel of Tyre, and a bible verse from Matthew 25:15. In the center of the piece is a
Roman nail and a bible verse from John 19:18. On the left side of the piece are two Roman Gaming Lots, or dice and a bible verse from Mark 15:24.
Under the dice are two small copper coins and a bible verse from Luke 21:2. At the bottom center of the piece is a plague indicating the historical
consultants who put together the collection, Harlan J. Berk LTD. The whole piece is contained behind glass in an ornate gold frame.

ORIGIN
Spero Kinnas donated a collection of Acheological Artifacts Contemporary to the New Testament. This collection of artifacts was conducted by Aaron Berk
from Harlan J. Berk, Ltd.

Harlan J. Berk, Ltd. is a respected name in acquisition and authentication business of classical antiques since 1964. Aaron Berk, is a part owner and
operator of the frim. He was written over 75 catalogs on classical antiques and has built many numerous collections for collectors and museums. 

This particular collage contains: 
A Tiberius Denarius, or a tribute penny. The tribute penny is said to be the coin which was shown to Jesus when he made his famous speech, "Render unto
Casear." The coin is a Roman Denarius with the head of Tiberius. The inscription on the coin reads, "Ti[berivs] Caesar Divi Agv[vsti] F[ilivs] Avgvstvs,"
claiming that Augustus was a god.
A Shekel of Tyre, a larger coin. This was used as the mode of payment in Temple tax in Jerusalem.
A Roman nail, with a bible verse from John 19:18. This type of nail is the type which is usually used in crucifixion.
Two Roman dice. Dice was common but illegal in Rome, except for during the Saturnalia Festival. Dice were the cause of many special laws in Rome. 
And finally, two smaller cooper coins.
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CITATION
Plaque, National Hellenic Museum, https://collections.nationalhellenicmuseum.org/Detail/objects/. Accessed 05/05/26.
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