
COLLECTION TITLE Mary Kay Karzas Aragon and Trianon Ballroom Collection (NHM49)

COLLECTION IDENTIFIER 49

INCLUSIVE DATE(S) 1924 – 2001

EXTENT 1 box

CREATOR Mary Kay Karzas

RELATED ENTITIES Andrew Karzas
Byron C. Karzas
Diane Karzas

RELATED COLLECTIONS Mary Kay Karzas Aragon and Trianon Ballroom Collection (NHM49)

ACCESS POINTS Architecture
Ballroom dancing
Big band music--History and criticism
Emigration and immigration law
Family-owned business enterprises
Family-owned business enterprises--Registration and transfer
Naturalization records

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE
Andrew Karzas was born in 1888 on the island of Karpathos on the periphery of the Aegean Sea. Andrew
Karzas would marry Catherine "Kakia" Karzas in 1924 in Athens, Greece. That same year he and his wife
would move to the United States. He became a naturalized citizen in May 1922 and Kakia became
naturalized in December 1928. In 1926, Andrew, with his brother William Karzas, founded the Aragon and
Trianon Ballrooms in Chicago. These ballrooms would become world renowned. Although Andrew Karzas
would die in 1939 his brother and son continued to run the business for the next 30 years until 1964, when
William Karzas decided to sell he and his late brothers remaining ballroom, the Aragon, to Oscar
Brotherman and Leonard Sherman. 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
The Mary K. Karzas Collection spans from 1924 to 1964. It includes mostly personal documents of Andrew and Katherine Karzas but, also has multiple
newspaper clippings and books that add for a larger scope and context of the overall Big Band Era. The newspaper clippings appear to have been placed
with intention, so they have been left in the books. The collection also has negatives of the original Trianon Ballroom. The collection is in chronological order
starting from 1924 to 1964.

ARRANGEMENT
Arrangement maintains original order.

ACCESS RESTRICTIONS
The collection is open to research.

LANGUAGE NOTE
Collection is in English and Greek

SOURCE OF ACQUISITION
This collection was donated to the National Hellenic Museum in 2021. It was donated by Mary Kay Karzas at the museum.

PREFERRED CITATION
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[item], folder, box, Mary Kay Karzas Aragon and Trianon Ballroom Collection, National Hellenic Museum

Collection Contents

Mary Kay Karzas Aragon and Trianon Ballroom Collection (NHM49) (49)  (37 records)

1924 – 2001 (Inclusive date(s))
The Mary K. Karzas Collection spans from 1924 to 1964. It includes mostly personal documents of Andrew and Katherine Karzas but, also has multiple
newspaper clippings and books that add for a larger scope and context of the overall Big Band Era. The newspaper clippings appear to have been placed
with intention, so they have been left in the books. The collection also has negatives of the original Trianon Ballroom. The collection is in chronological order
starting from 1924 to 1964.

Chair (2021.5.1)
Cartoon (2021.5.2)
Cartoon (2021.5.3)
Photograph (2021.5.4)
Woodblock (2021.5.36)
Glass, Drinking (2021.5.31)
Case (2021.5.28)
Matchbook (2021.5.30)
Matchbook (2021.5.29)
Glass, Drinking (2021.5.32)
Pin, Lapel (2021.5.33)
Pin, Lapel (2021.5.34)
Pin, Lapel (2021.5.35)
Mirror, Hand (2021.5.26)
Hook, Shoelace (2021.5.21)
Jar, Cosmetic (2021.5.25A)
Seal, Jar Lid (2021.5.24B)
Jar, Cosmetic (2021.5.24A)
Applicator, Cosmetic (2021.5.23B)
Tray (2021.5.23A)
Scissors, Manicure (2021.5.22)
Shoehorn (2021.5.20)
File, Nail (2021.5.19)
Brush (2021.5.18)
Artwork (2021.5.10)
Photograph (2021.5.5)
Photograph (2021.5.6)
Photograph (2021.5.7)
Photograph (2021.5.8)
Photograph (2021.5.9)
Plaque (2021.5.11)
Portrait (2021.5.12)
Plaque (2021.5.14)
Notepad (2021.5.13)
Brush (2021.5.15)
Brush (2021.5.16)
Brush (2021.5.17)

Box 1 (7652)

Folder 1: 1924; 1925; 1928; 1933; 1935; 1949; 1952; 1952; 1954; 1964; 1973; 1978 (7653)
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1924 – 1978 (Inclusive date(s))

Letter in Greek (7654)

Marriage Certificate (7666)

Immigration Visa (7667)

Passport (7668)

Naturalization Papers (7669)

World's Fair Ticket (7670)

Check (7671)

Negatives of the Trianon Ballroom (7672)

Envelope with Partnership Agreement (7673)

Business Weekly clipping (7674)

Chicago Entertainment: Between the Wars, 1919-1939 (7665)

Lost Chicago (7675)

The Wonderful Era of the Great Dance Bands (7676)

Chicago History (7677)
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