
 

OBJECT ID 2001.38.12

OBJECT NAME Buttonhook

DATE CREATED 1900, 1800 – 1900

MATERIAL Bone; Steel

OBJECT ENTITIES Barbatsuly, Peter (collected by)
Barbatsuly, Theodore (owned by)
Barbatsuly, Peter (is related to)

RELATED ITEMS Bootjack, 2001.38.1
Cane, 2001.38.2
Lamp, Candle, 2001.38.3.A
Lamp, Candle, 2001.38.3.B
Pitcher, 2001.38.4
Pitcher, Milk, 2001.38.5
Canteen, 2001.38.6
Scale, 2001.38.7
Tin, 2001.38.8
Box, Jewelry, 2001.38.9
Peeler, Vegetable, 2001.38.10
Lighter, 2001.38.11
Glass Cutter, 2001.38.13
Komboloi, 2001.38.14
Bottle, Medicine, 2001.38.15
Painting, 2001.38.16
Bag, 2001.38.17
Bedspread, 2001.38.18
Blanket, 2001.38.19
Doily, 2001.38.20
Runner, Table, 2001.38.21
Runner, Table, 2001.38.22
Doily, 2001.38.23
Runner, Table, 2001.38.24
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Doily, 2001.38.25
Doily, 2001.38.26
Napkin, 2001.38.27
Runner, Table, 2001.38.28
Runner, Table, 2001.38.29.A
Runner, Table, 2001.38.29.B
Doily, 2001.38.29.C
Doily, 2001.38.29.D
Jug, 2001.38.30
Bell, 2001.38.31
Bell, 2001.38.32
Skate, Ice, 2001.38.33
Inkwell, 2001.38.34
Mirror, 2001.38.35
Cruet, 2001.38.36
Ring, 2001.38.37
Wax, Sealing, 2001.38.38
Necklace, 2001.38.39
Bell, 2001.38.40
Bridle Decoration, 2001.38.41.A
Bridle Decoration, 2001.38.41.B
Bridle Decoration, 2001.38.41.C
Bridle Decoration, 2001.38.41.D
Tapestry, 2001.38.42
Blanket, 2001.38.43
Painting, 2001.38.44
Newspaper, 2001.38.45
Newspaper, 2001.38.46
Newspaper, 2001.38.47
Newspaper, 2001.38.48
Newspaper, 2001.38.49
Passport, 2001.38.50
Card, Prayer, 2001.38.51
Card, Identification, 2001.38.52
Papers, Personal, 2001.38.53
Certificate, Birth, 2001.38.54
Card, Mourning, 2001.38.55

ACCESS POINTS Buttonhooks

OBJECT DESCRIPTION
A button hook with rounded triangular handle made of bone (marrow markings) and three tiny metal pieces on both sides to hold the bone in place. The
bone reaches about halfway up the steel where the steel has been cast in a decorative manner.

ORIGIN
Elias Howe came up with what he called "an automatic continuous clothing closure" in 1851. 
It was a further 40 years before another American, Whitcomb Judson, patented a similar "Clasp Locker," but even that was only ever used for fasting shoes,
seen from the first time at the Chicago World's Fair in 1893.

Buttonhooks are as old as buttons themselves but certainly from the mid-Victorian era until just after the First World War. For boots with more than 50
buttons a piece or jackets, waistcoats, gloves, spats and corsets.

CITATION
Buttonhook, 1900, 1800 – 1900, National Hellenic Museum, https://collections.nationalhellenicmuseum.org/Detail/objects/. Accessed 01/07/26.
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