
  

OBJECT ID F2016.80

OBJECT NAME Medal, Commemorative

DATE CREATED 1930

MEASUREMENTS 3.81 cm. Diameter, Item (Overall)

MATERIAL Metal

OBJECT DESCRIPTION
Small gold medal. Circular shaped with curves all along the edges and a long opening at the top. The medal is decorated with engraved and painted
symbols: a cross, American flag, Greek flag, a black circle which reads "Greek-American Progressive Assn. U.S.A. 1930" and in the middle of the circle is
a muscular arm holding a lightning bolt (Zeus, presumably).

ORIGIN
The letters G. A. P. A. represent the name of the Greek-American Progressive Association. It was founded December 17, 1923. The general purpose of the
organization is known to all, but some parts of its program are vague and should be enlarged upon.

The G. A. P. A. endeavors to promote understanding between Greeks and Americans, and among the Greeks themselves. It strives to preserve the Greek
language, and Greek religious and social practices, or customs, from obliteration.....For this purpose it maintains a youth auxiliary, the aim of which is to
prepare Greek youth to maintain its Greek heritage in America. There is such a strong tendency on the part of our youth to become assimilated with the
American youth that the value of the G. A. P. A. can easily be seen.

What is the difference between the G. A. P. A. and the A. H. E. P. A.? There are two basic differences; the matter of language and that of religious emphasis.
The A. H. E. P. A. uses the English language in its rituals and speeches, and does not require its members to belong to the Greek Orthodox Church. The G.
A. P. A. places special emphasis upon the use of the Greek language, and only orthodox applicants are accepted into the organization. The A. H. E. P. A.
accepts Americans as active members, while the G. A. P. A. makes them honorary members, merely. It is possible that in the future the A. H. E. P. A. may
have more American than Greek members; while the G. A. P. A. will forever be made up of Greeks only. However, it seeks to cultivate the friendship and
respect of all the American people, not only because it is to the interest of its members to do so, but because it is their duty as American citizens.

At present (1933) the G. A. P. A. has a membership of over twenty-five thousand men, women, and young people; and the membership is steadily
increasing. It forms branches at any place in the world where there are large numbers of Greek people, but makes America its headquarters. It is very
necessary for the Greek people to keep in close contact with one another if they wish to preserve their language and customs.

CITATION
Medal, Commemorative, 1930, National Hellenic Museum, https://collections.nationalhellenicmuseum.org/Detail/objects/. Accessed 05/05/24.
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